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The Masters of International Service (MIS) is a relatively new graduate degree program that
enables students from partner institutions to come to AU through a particular degree track called
the International Studies Track (IST). Therefore we often refer to this program with our partners as
the MIS IST. You are correct that students from SMU could come here for two semesters (Fall,

starting in late August and Spring, starting in early January) to complete a total of 18 credits to

earn the full degree. This is normally a 30 credit degree program, but since we would be

accepting students who accepted to or have recently completed a SMU graduate degree, we

would honor that degree by reducing the AU degree by 12 credits.
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For students who have already completed a sufficient course in Research Methods or Economics

at SMU, they would be able to skip those requirements in our degree and take more courses that

are relevant to their concentration of study. If they have not taken either of those courses they

would simply take them here at AU. Student can choose any concentration area they like within

the MIS IST. Regardless of their concentration, they must complete a capstone requirement as

part of their 18 credit degree. SMU students can choose either a Substantial Research Paper (like

a thesis) or a Practicum course (which is like a professional consultancy project that is conducted

in small student groups with an external client).
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For scholarships, SMU students would be eligible for any of our normal international student

scholarships (see attached list). However, because SMU would be a partner institution, we are able

to offer students a tuition scholarship, as well. We currently offer partner institution students a

20% scholarship towards their total tuition costs.
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